
 
 
To:    Sheriffs of Colorado    
       
 
From:   Marcia McMahon 
  SARDOC Dog Coordinator, 2007 
 
Subject:  Search & Rescue Dogs   
 
 

January 20, 2007 
 
Search and Rescue Dogs of Colorado is the oldest and largest certifying agency of search 
dogs in Colorado.  We have been supplying certified, operational dog teams to law 
enforcement agencies in Colorado and beyond for over 20 years and we are ready to 
assist you at any time.  All of our handlers are strictly volunteers. 
 
Please see the following page for a full description of our specialties.  We certify dogs in 
Air Scent, Trailing, Evidence, Water, Avalanche, and Cadaver.  Please visit our website 
at www.SARDOC.org to read our Standards.  We believe they are among the best in the 
nation. 
 
If you or your Search and Rescue Coordinator have any questions about SARDOC’s 
resources or what might be best for a particular search situation, please contact me at 
719-836-2826 H or 719-651-4231Cell.  Please leave all contact information so I can get 
right back to you, if necessary.  
 
**To request dogs directly, please call 970-416-1985 (Larimer County SO dispatch), 
tell them you need search dogs, and request that the SARDOC dog dispatcher 
contact you.  
 
Please share this information with your Dispatch Center and your SAR Coordinator.  
 
 
Looking forward to working with you in the near future! 
 
 
 
Marcia McMahon 
SARDOC Dog Coordinator, 2007 
kmcmahon@amigo.net 
 



SARDOC CERTIFICATION DESCRIPTIONS:   
 
 
 
Air Scent 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Air Scent Dogs can be used to search and clear large areas for live and 
recently deceased subjects.  These dogs are conditioned for any terrain and 
weather conditions. 
 
Trailing 

 
 

Trailing dogs can be used effectively up to 48 hours after subject has gone 
missing if there is an established PLS/LKP.  These dogs are also trained to 
work in all types of conditions, though weather is a factor in the success of 
any trailing dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Avalanche 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avalanche Dogs can find the source of any human scent buried in Avalanche 
debris fields.  
 
Water 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Water dogs are trained to find any age of human scent emanating from 
beneath the water in cases of drowning victims.  These dogs are specifically 
trained for water as opposed to Cadaver dogs who are trained to find human 
remains on land. 
 
 
Evidence-Dogs are trained to locate articles handled by specific subjects for 
law enforcement needs. 
 
Cadaver/HRD-These dogs are trained to find human remains of any age, in 
any land environment, including buried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


